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Message from the 
Board President

Amherst Central School District

Budget Vote
Tuesday, May 16, 2017

7 a.m. to 9 p.m.
at the 

Amherst Central High School
South Gymnasium

Please enter through the doorway off the 
driveway to the far left of the school  
(not the front entrance of the school).

The development of the proposed $57,303,979 million budget for 
2017-2018 began several years ago as part of a multi-year, long-range 
forecast by the Amherst Central School District Board of Education. This 
approach allows the school board to consider not only the immediate needs for the school 
district, but also to anticipate the impact these decisions may have in the future.

The expenditure and revenue components of the budget must balance and also must provide 
appropriate resources for the main mission of the school district, namely the education of 
our students. We present this budget proposal to the community with confidence that it meets 
the school district’s mission to prepare all students to excel in a dynamic world through 
the development of their abilities to reason, solve problems, apply knowledge, value their 
contribution to the community and collaborate effectively. 

The budget we are presenting for voter approval for 2017-2018 will:

• Provide resources to begin implementing several initiatives in the district Strategic 
Plan. Our strategic planning process, conducted over the past year, resulted in a multi-
year plan of coordinated action steps that focus district-wide on learning, achievement, 
student life and community outreach. The budget proposal includes adequate resources,  
at an affordable cost, to launch several first-year strategic plan initiatives.  

• Includes a tax levy increase of 2.74%. For 2017-18, the calculated tax levy limit for 
Amherst Central School District is an increase of 2.74%.

• Continue the careful management of the budget. Our focus over the past several years 
has included attrition-based reductions where possible to allow the board to approve 
a 2017-18 spending plan that will continue to provide resources, allow an appropriate 
amount to be set aside for future budgets in the form of fund balance and reserves,  
and allow the Board of Education the latitude to consider new initiatives in the very  
near future. 

The community will also be asked to vote on the establishment of a new capital reserve 
fund with an initial fund limit of $500,000. We are required to include a dollar amount when 
establishing the fund, but no funds from the 2017-18 budget have been earmarked for the 
capital reserve. We had established a prior capital reserve in 2007 which expired this year. 
This particular reserve account is only good for 10 years. The monies saved in this reserve 
were applied to our most recently approved capital project which will help limit the amount 
of debt the District incurs. By establishing a new capital reserve fund we will have the 
ability to save for future projects.

The May 16 ballot will include three propositions: the budget, the establishment of a capital 
reserve fund and the election of two Board of Education members. Please take the time 
to visit the high school and vote. For the fourth year in a row, we will have an exit survey 
available for you to complete. Feedback from our community is valuable and your input will 
be considered as the Board of Education develops future budgets.

Respectfully,

Paul Steimle 
Board of Education President

THE BalloT
Proposition 1

The Amherst Central School District 
budget of $57,303,979 

for the 2017-2018 school year.

Proposition 2
The establishment of  

a new capital reserve fund.

Board of Education
The election of two (2) members  

to the Board of Education for 
a three (3) year term.

Sign Up for 
E-News 
In our on-going effort to provide the 
Amherst community important District 
information, we now offer community 
members the opportunity to subscribe to 
e-news. Examples of information shared 
through the e-news system include: Budget 
Information, Important District-Wide 
Notices and District Newsletters

To subscribe visit: www.amherstschools.org
- Sign Up for E-News
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BUDGET VOTE/BOARD OF EDUCATION ELECTION

School Board Candidates Voter Eligibility
To qualify as a voter, a person must be:
• a citizen of the United States
• at least 18 years old
• a resident of Amherst Central 

School District for at least 30 days 
prior to May 16, 2017.  
(Education Law § 2012)

Apartment dwellers who meet these 
qualifications are eligible. No prior 
registration is required and residents 
do not have to be registered voters. 
(Education Law § 2012)

Absentee Ballots 
Absentee ballots are available for the 
Amherst Central School District vote. 

Requests must be received by the 
District Clerk by May 9 if the ballot 
is to be mailed, or by May 15 if it is 
to be picked up. 

The completed ballot must be
received by the District Clerk by 5 p.m.
on May 16, the day of the vote. 

A qualified voter in the district may 
use an absentee ballot if, on voting 
day, he or she is a patient in a hospital 
or unable to appear personally 
because of illness or physical 
disability; is required to be outside the 
country because of duties, occupation 
or studies; is on vacation outside the 
country; or is detained in jail awaiting 
action conviction of an offense other 
than a felony. 

For more information, contact the 
District Clerk at 362-3051 or visit  
the office at 55 Kings Highway, 
Amherst, NY. 

On Tuesday, May 16, residents are asked to elect two (2) members to the  
Board of Education for a three (3) year term.

Max Medwin
Max Medwin is a life-long resident of Amherst and a 2015 graduate of Amherst 
Central High School. Mr. Medwin is enrolled at the University at Buffalo as a 
member of the University’s Honors College, majoring in political science. He is an 
intern for New York State Sen. Tim Kennedy; working in his South Buffalo office. 
Active on campus, he is the music director of the Buffalo Chips, an associate 
justice for the Student-Wide Judiciary and a student assistant at the Center for the Arts. 

During his time at Amherst Central High School, he served as the president of Student Council, 
president of DECA, president of Drama Club, box office manager of Amherst Operetta, and an 
officer of the Red Cross Club. He also served a two-year term on the High School’s building 
leadership team.

Jessica McLaughlin
Jessica McLaughlin and her husband, Shawn, a graduate of Amherst Central High 
School, have resided in Amherst since 2003. They have three children attending 
Smallwood Drive Elementary School.

Mrs. McLaughlin served five years on the board for Amherst Nursery School; 
three as the chairperson. She has held volunteer leadership positions with the 
Smallwood Drive PTA as the VP of membership, programs, and president. Mrs. McLaughlin 
serves on the Transportation Committee and the regional Every Student Succeeds Act State Plan 
Development Team. She is a member of the district-wide Professional Development Team. She 
served on the ACSD Strategic Planning Committee and represents Smallwood Drive Elementary 
School on the Implementation Committee for 2017-2018.

Prior to devoting her time to raising her children, Mrs. McLaughlin was a sales manager for the 
Hyatt Regency Hotel. She graduated with a bachelor of science degree in business administration 
from Sage University and currently works as a marketing specialist at Sgroi Financial and a 
teacher’s aide at Amherst Nursery School.

Mark Smith
Mark Smith, a graduate of Amherst Central High School, and his wife, Kelly, have 
resided in Amherst for 19 years. His two oldest children are ACHS graduates. His 
other children attend Amherst Central High School as a junior and sophomore 
and Amherst Middle School as a sixth-grader. He is also a grandfather of three 
(a fourth is due in June) who will become ACSD students.

A graduate of Canisius College with a degree in accounting, he is a principal at LabMDis. His 
company works with hospital Electronic Health Record systems to identify “at-risk” patients for 
certain diseases. His career path took him beyond New York state for 18 years. He has worked as 
a FBI special agent and has had a comprehensive Human Resources career with Pfizer, Pepsi and 
Blockbuster. He calls Amherst a great place to raise a family and returned to the area because of 
its fantastic programming and culture.

He is involved with several not-for-profit boards that support youth, adults and families. He is a board 
member for Deaf Access Services and Board president for the Amherst Tiger Sharks Swim Team.

He would like to help drive the success and growth of the District.  As an alumnus with alumnus 
children, children currently in District, and grandchildren on the way, the long-term health 
and outcomes of ACSD are very important to him.  With the balance of Academics, Arts, and 
Athletics, that are a trademark of ACSD, and a focus on each individual student, ACSD is a 
fantastic environment to prepare our children to contribute. 
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DISTRICT INFORMATION

Amherst Central School District  
2017-2018 UPK Program 

Openings Are Still Available!
This FREE half day Pre-K Program offers a creative and fun curriculum that is 
taught by certified teachers. Our warm and nurturing staff work to build on each 
individual’s strengths, while addressing both the academic and social needs of our 
students. This high quality program is open to any 4 year-old child residing in the 
district. The child must be four by Dec. 1, 2017.

There are three sites available:

• Windermere Boulevard Elementary School, at 291 Windermere Boulevard 

• Amherst Community Church Child Care Center, at 77 Washington Highway 

• Amherst Nursery School, at 350 Saratoga Road

Registration materials can be found online at www.amherstschools.org or you can 
contact 716-362-4182. 

Kindergarten Registration: If you have a child who will be 5 years-old on or before 
December 1, 2017, please contact Windermere Boulevard Elementary School at 362-
4100 or Smallwood Drive Elementary School at 362-2100 so we can provide you 
information on how to register your child.

WE WANT YOUR FEEDBACK
Exit Survey To Be Conducted at Budget Vote - May 16

The Amherst Central School District Board of Education will once 
again be conducting an exit survey to gain insight into the priorities and 
concerns of our residents. Voters are encouraged to take a moment to 
complete a survey after they have submitted their ballots at the Budget 
Vote on May 16. 

Your input is important to us and greatly appreciated. We look forward 
to your feedback. 

SURVEY
☐ ____________
☐ ____________
☐ ____________
☐ ____________
☐ ____________
☐ ____________

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
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Shared Initiatives at Amherst Elementary Schools

project-based learning sessions all with a 
STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Arts and Mathematics) focus.

Curriculum and instruction continue to be 
a cornerstone in our classrooms. We are 
excited that this year we feature teachers 
learning from teachers as a regular addition 
to our faculty meetings. Specifically, we 
have continued to learn and grow around our 
understanding of the Instructional Indicators 
found in the Thoughtful Classroom Teacher 
Effectiveness Framework. We have continued 
our professional development of Best Practices 
in Literacy Instruction through the guidance 
of Dr. Lynn Shanahan, the Literacy Program 
Director of the Graduate School of Education 

PROUD MOMENTS IN 2016-2017

Smallwood Drive Elementary School Highlights
This has been another exciting year for 
Smallwood Drive Elementary School! As we 
continue to provide high-quality education to 
our students, we constantly strive to enhance 
their experiences at our school. In doing so, we 
work to educate the whole-child by focusing 
on best instructional practices, integrating 
curriculum, incorporating technology, teaching 
healthy choices and helping to develop their 
social-emotional well-being.

Citizenship and social responsibility continue 
to be a focus this year. In addition to teaching 
and reinforcing monthly character traits, we 
look for opportunities to be good community 
members inside and outside of our school. A 
few examples happening within our school 
include a Random Acts of Kindness week 
in February, where classes went above and 
beyond to do something special for others and 
our School Superstar Award where students 
recognize their peers for making good choices 
and helping other students be their very best.

In an effort to help our students realize 
that they are part of a larger community, 
we embrace opportunities to help others 
outside of our school. In January, parents and 
students came together as we hosted a Family 
Wellness Night celebrating healthy choices 
and lifestyles. In conjunction with our Red 
Ribbon Week campaign, Smallwood raised 
$8,500 for the American Heart Association. 
Our Enrichment students collected $1,500 
for Roswell Park Cancer Institute in February 
selling a craft that they created within a 
business unit of study. As part of their annual 
holiday service project, our fifth graders 
once again donated thousands of pounds 
of nonperishable items to the Presbyterian 
Church of Buffalo. 

In an effort to strengthen community 
partnerships, we will be working with 
volunteers from local businesses and 
universities to develop an All-School Project 
on May 19. During this exciting day, we will 
break away from our traditional schedule and 
our entire school will participate in multiple 

•

 Smallwood Drive and Windermere Boulevard Elementary Schools work together to deliver the same quality programming to all Amherst elementary students. 
                                                       Learn more about some of these great initiatives happening in our elementary schools this year!

PTA /Partnerships
Windermere and Smallwood are so fortunate to have very active and engaged Parent Teacher 
Associations. Parents play a critical role in the success of their children in school. Examples of 
some of the really fun PTA events include pancake breakfasts, fall fest, family fun night and bike 
rodeos. In addition, the PTA is very generous in their support of our classrooms through PTA 
grants to sponsor assemblies, fund field trips and purchase materials to enhance the educational 
experiences of our students. What a wonderful collaboration! 

STEAM
Technology use is growing by leaps and bounds at both schools through the STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Art and Mathematics) curriculum. Our library media specialists and 
enrichment teachers work collaboratively to provide all students with technology-based lessons, 
basic coding and emergent engineering skills. We witness enthusiastic students using exciting 
new technology to learn about the world around them! Ozobots is a tool students use to learn the 
basics of computer science while inspiring them to creatively engage in problem solving skills. 
Google Expedition, a thrilling virtual reality program connected to our curriculum, lets students 
travel the world while remaining in the confines of their own school library. It puts the world 
right at their fingertips!

Engaging Students through Technology K-5
Digital technologies in our classrooms give learners greater opportunities to be actively involved 
in the learning experience. Amherst Central has greatly increased access to digital devices in all 
elementary classrooms. We believe these devices will provide us with limitless opportunities 

at the University of Buffalo. Further, we are 
piloting a STEAM Club facilitated by Dr. 
Scott Wersinger and University at Buffalo’s 
Department of Exercise and Nutrition 
Sciences. Our goal is to expand this program 
to our sister school, Windermere Boulevard 
Elementary, during the upcoming school year.

These examples are just a small flavor of the 
myriad of programs, initiatives and activities 
that occur throughout the year at our school. 
The strong partnerships developed with 
parents and community members combined 
with the dedication of our faculty and staff 
continue the long-standing tradition of 
excellence at Smallwood Drive School!



www.AmherstSchools.org  l  5

Shared Initiatives at Amherst Elementary Schools

TrAdITION, PrIde, AChIevemeNT

Windermere Boulevard Elementary School Highlights

•

Windermere students come from all over the 
world, representing many different cultures and 
religions! We understand that strong relationships 
are essential to effective teaching and student 
achievement, so the better we know, understand 
and celebrate our students’ cultural identities - 
the better they do in school. At Windermere our 
faculty and parents actively nurture the uniqueness 
of each individual student while celebrating 
the diverse backgrounds and the multitude of 
perspectives in our school. Here are just a few 
of the engaging and enriching experiences that 
address all aspects of student life at Windermere. 

Supplementing our curriculum with socially 
relevant and culturally inclusive materials and 
resources is really important in schools. Diverse, 
culturally authentic library collections encourage 

students to accept themselves and develop an 
appreciation for others. With that in mind, a 
committee of Windermere teachers has created 
an inventory checklist to evaluate the diversity 
of our classroom and school resources. This 
allows us to increase the percentage of quality 
diverse books and teaching materials that reflect 
the world around us. This journey has been 
really exciting. Our students are thrilled to see 
themselves and their friends represented in the 
literature they read! 

All of our students have numerous opportunities 
to dig deeply into content rich units and apply 
sophisticated literacy skills in meaningful and 
challenging ways. Teachers at all grade levels 
are planning integrated units that instill a love 
for learning, an attitude of inquiry, a passion 

 Smallwood Drive and Windermere Boulevard Elementary Schools work together to deliver the same quality programming to all Amherst elementary students. 
                                                       Learn more about some of these great initiatives happening in our elementary schools this year!

for learning. Intermediate students have been using Chromebooks for the past few years, now 
ACER Convertible Chromebooks have arrived in grades K-2! This commitment to technology 
will engage our students, expand their worlds, and provide them with authentic opportunities to 
represent their learning!  

Imagine Learning
Imagine Learning is a new literacy initiative that supports our schools’ journey toward becoming 
more technical and literate. Imagine Learning is a web-based literacy program that incorporates 
the five essential components of reading: phonological awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary 
and comprehension. All students work independently to practice and apply skills as they read and 
participate in game-like instruction on their chromebook or tablet. The program assesses children 
and then provides lessons, games and reading material adapted to their skill level. It continually 
adjusts as each student learns new skills - growing in difficulty as the child’s ability grows. It 
can also provide instruction to children in 15 other languages besides English. Feedback from 
teachers and students at both Smallwood and Windermere has been incredibly positive! 

Girls on the Run
This amazing afterschool club inspires girls to be joyful, healthy and confident using a fun, 
experience-based curriculum to creatively integrate running. Our Girls on the Run group 
participated in an annual 5k race in Delaware Park as their culminating activity centering on 
teamwork and dedication. The group of girls also work together to recognize the power and 
responsibility they have in their decision-making to nurture their physical, emotional and 
spiritual health. As part of their mission, the girls work to support a cause through a community 
service project.

for questioning, and the confidence needed to 
research and prove their thinking. Students are 
studying big challenging questions in science 
and social studies. Some examples of essential 
questions that kick off the units are: PreK – 
How do people, plants and animals adapt to 
winter weather?  First Grade - How do people 
communicate across long distances using 
light and sound? Fifth Grade – In the story of 
“Esperanza Rising”, how are the character’s life 
experiences similar or different from issues that 
students may be experiencing today?  With these 
questions in mind, students dig deep into books 
and digital sources to piece together the answers 
to those big questions!

This year Windermere was chosen from hundreds 
of schools to participate in a loan program with  
a new technology known as, ‘Finch Robot’. A 
Finch Robot is a small robot that has the ability 
to move directionally, change colors and speeds, 
play music notes, along with many other features. 
A small group of students in second and third 
grade participated in a unit where they were able 
to learn the basics of coding robots, coupled 
with skills related to working cooperatively and 
problem solving. This mini unit was co- taught by 
Chad Moser, library media specialist and Lindsey 
Mack, enrichment teacher. Students began the unit 
with an introduction to coding, which progressed 
into students using the Finch Robots to complete 
various challenges related to solving problems 
through coding. The unit culminated with students 
making their own challenges using Google Slides 
for their peers to solve. The students had a great 
time learning to code and were sad to see the 
Finch Robots fly to the next school!

Are you ready to go on a carpet ride? This 
year our students in grades 4 and 5 presented 
“Aladdin” as the musical theater production.  
Numerous studies demonstrate that involvement 
in drama increases academic achievement, 
student confidence, and is just plain fun!  Close 
to 100 students participated in this year’s musical 
masterpiece. This club and all associated costs, 
including bus transportation, costumes, and 
supplies have been generously donated through 
private donations and grant opportunities. We are 
thrilled to offer this opportunity at no cost to our 
students.  Students are bursting with excitement 
in anticipation of next year’s musical selection!
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PROUD MOMENTS IN 2016-2017

Amherst Middle School 
Our students and staff consistently strive to 
reach their highest potential in the classroom 
and through participation in afterschool 
clubs, activites and athletics. Here are some 
highlights from this school year.

Our year-long service project with Carly’s 
Club at Roswell Park Cancer Institute has 
opened numerous ways to give back. A 
whole school reflective activity had students 
writing an encouraging and inspiring word 
or phrase to a child or family dealing with 
childhood cancer on a paper hand cut-
out. The cut-outs were displayed around 
the building to demonstrate how AMS 
is “Working Hand In Hand For A Great 
Cause.” During the holiday season each 
homebase created a door-sized decoration 
with messages of hope, to the theme of 
Buffalo or Disney in a snowstorm, that 
were displayed in the cafeteria. Numerous 
fundraisers have been held throughout the 
year.

Buffalo Sabre Ryan O’Reilly, DJ Anthony 
from Kiss 98.5 radio, Sabretooth and the 
Amherst Tiger helped us kick off an opening 
pep rally for the annual Going Bald for 
Bucks campaign at Amherst Middle School. 
Our students stepped up to pledge and go 
bald for bucks in June.

A cross-building art project came to life 
when our new art teacher Julie Curtis 
arranged to have her art students create 
monsters out of clay based on the beginning 
of stories written by third-graders at 
Windermere Boulevard Elementary School. 
Miss Curtis’ students created clay monsters, 

completed writing the stories and delivered 
the finished projects back to WBS! 

Our first-ever High Honors and Perfect 
Attendance breakfasts were started to 
recognize all of our students who achieved 
perfect attendance each marking period.

Virtual Reality came to AMS. Our 
teachers and students are having great first 
experiences with Google’s VR glasses. 
Students took a virtual field trip to Nepal 
after reading the book “Peak”. Another class 
took a trip to Salem, Mass. related to their 
study of the Salem witch trials in social 
studies. 

Our new weather station is being put to use 
in our seventh-grade science curriculum, 
thanks to meaningful collaboration between 
Nancy Claxton, Stacey Susi, and Drew 
Schmidle.  

Another successful musical performance 
brought 130 middle schoolers together in the 
cast and crew of “Getting to Know … The 
Sound of Music”.

 Two Quiz Bowl teams from Amherst 
Middle School competed at the regional 
History Bee and Bowl Tournament. One 
of the middle school teams qualified for 
nationals and the other middle school team 
narrowly missed out on qualifying, despite 
having to play the top seed twice. Competing 
were sixth-grader Theo Bellavia-Frank, 
seventh-grader Elliott Borden and eighth-
graders Andrew Dow, Connor Gill, Iris 
Izodorczak, Corinne Lapp, Patrick Maltbie, 
Croix Mikofsky and Sean Murphy.

News to Know
The Amherst Central School District 
incorporates the use of social media to 
share good news throughout the District. 

Want to learn more about the great 
things happening daily in our schools? 

Follow us!!

    Twitter
@AmherstCSD

@AmherstCHS

@AmherstMiddle

@AmherstTigers1

Facebook
Amherst Central High School



www.AmherstSchools.org 7

TrAdITION, PrIde, AChIevemeNT

Amherst Central High School
Amherst Central High School was named to 
the College Board’s 7th annual AP District 
Honor Roll for its role in making AP courses 
available to prepared and motivated students 
of all backgrounds while simultaneously 
maintaining or increasing the percentage 
of students earning AP exam scores of 3 or 
higher.

The February performances of “Beauty 
and the Beast” involved 107 students in the 
cast, musical pit and stage crew to mark the 
68th production of the Amherst Operetta 
Association. It was a massive undertaking 
in terms of building the set, choreographing 
large troupes of dancers, creating costumes 
that look like furniture and dishes and 
rehearsing so everyone knows their dance 
steps and dialogue. The hard work and 
dedication paid off as the audiences loved 
the production.

For the sixth consecutive year, Amherst 
Quiz Bowl teams secured places in the 
national academic competition tournament. 
The High School team of Cameron Carver, 
Clara Schaffer, Adam Stasiewicz and Steven 
Quinlivan qualified for the National History 
Bee and Bowl Tournament in Washington, 
D.C. by earning first place at the regional 
competition in November at Nichols School. 
Another ACHS team of Ben Geist, Phoebe 
Lippe, Alea Tibieri, Claire Wanzer and Emily 
Ahuna placed in the regional semi-finals and 

qualified for Nationals. Cameron Carver and 
Ben Geist each qualified to compete in the 
individual national competitions.  

ACHS launched four Academies (Marketing, 
Computer Information Systems, Accounting, 
or Hospitality) with an induction of 28 
students in September. Academy students 
can earn a NYS Dept. of Education Career 
and Technical Education (CTE) Endorsement 
Seal on their High School diploma. Through 
the Amherst Academies a branch of the 
Amherst Federal Credit Union opened in 
the high school and a Toastmaster’s public 
speaking afterschool program was started.

Over 75 ACHS students were inducted into 
the ACHS National Honor Society.

One of our DECA students, Michala 
Alessandra, is a DECA Regional Officer who 
took on the task of coordinating a region-
wide community service project for the 
American Cancer Society.

Students in Latin I, III, and IV competed 
in the Western New York Junior Classical 
League Fall Festival. Earning first, second 
and third place awards were Tyler Mattern, 
Sam Klaybor, Duncan MacDonald and Laura 
Battaglia.

The annual exchange trip with our 
international partner, Heinrich Kunter High 
School in Bolzano, Italy celebrated its 29th 
year. ACHS hosted students in September 

and in February our students spent three 
weeks in Bolzano. 

Two ACHS seniors signed their National 
Letter of Intent to play sports at Division 1 
universities. Claire Wanzer, a standout on 
the high school basketball courts who boasts 
numerous awards, will continue her play at 
Niagara University. Camryn Sullivan will 
play lacrosse at Philadelphia University. 
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Commissioner’s Regulations require that certain expenditure ratios for general-education and special-education students be reported and 
compared with ratios for similar districts and all public schools. The required ratios for this district are reported below.

The numbers used to compute the statistics on this page were collected on the State Aid Form A, the State Aid Form F, the School District 
Annual Financial Report (ST-3), and from the Student Information Repository System (SIRS). These data are from the 2014-15 school year.

This School District General Education Special Education

Instructional Expenditures $30,413,850 $9,057,063

Pupils 2,960 406

Expenditures Per Pupil $10,275 $22,308

Similar District Group 
(Average Needs) General Education Special Education

Instructional Expenditures $8,350,687,803 $3,410,928,067

Pupils 755,628 108,828

Expenditures Per Pupil $11,051 $31,342

All School Districts General Education Special Education

Instructional Expenditures $31,235,849,883 $13,848,179,596

Pupils 2,660,775 451,571

Expenditures Per Pupil $11,739 $30,667

Instructional Expenditures for General Education are K-12 expenditures for classroom instruction (excluding Special Education) plus 
a proration of building level administrative and instructional support expenditures. These expenditures include amounts for instruction 
of students with disabilities in a general-education setting. District expenditures, such as transportation, debt service and district-wide 
administration are not included.

The pupil count for General Education is K-12 average daily membership plus K-12 pupils for whom the district pays tuition to another school 
district. This number represents all pupils, including those classified as having disabilities and those not classified, excluding only students 
with disabilities placed out of district. Pupils resident in the district but attending a charter school are included. For districts in which a county 
jail is located, this number includes incarcerated youth to whom the district must provide an education program.

Instructional Expenditures for Special Education are K-12 expenditures for students with disabilities (including summer special education 
expenditures) plus a proration of building-level administrative and instructional support expenditures. District expenditures, such as 
transportation, debt service and district-wide administration are not included.

The pupil count for Special Education is a count of K-12 students with disabilities for the school year plus students for whom the district 
receives tuition from another district plus students for whom the district pays tuition to another district. Students attending the State schools at 
Rome and Batavia, private placements and out-of-state placements are included.

Instructional Expenditures Per Pupil is the simple arithmetic ratio of Instructional Expenditures to Pupils. The total cost of instruction for 
students with disabilities may include both general- and special-education expenditures. Special-education services provided in the general-
education classroom may benefit students not classified as having disabilities.

Total Expenditures Per Pupil
This School District Similar District Group NY State

$17,031 $21,471 $22,556

Total Expenditures Per Pupil is the simple arithmetic ratio of Total Expenditures to Pupils. Total Expenditures include district expenditures 
for classroom instruction, as well as expenditures for transportation, debt service, community service and district-wide administration that are 
not included in the Instructional Expenditure values for General Education and Special Education. As such, the sum of General Education and 
Special Education Instructional Expenditures does not equal the Total Expenditures.

FISCAL ACCOUNTABILITY SUMMARY
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Krolick’s Chicken Barbeque
Tuesday, May 16, 2017 

3 - 6:30 p.m.
at Amherst High School -  

pick up in Washington Highway parking lot.

Krolick’s BBQ Chicken Dinner Includes: 
Two Sides, Dessert and Roll

Cost $10

Join Us!

FISCAL ACCOUNTABILITY SUMMARY
Information about Students with Disabilities (2015-16)
Commissioner’s Regulations require reporting students with disabilities by the percent of time they are in general education classrooms and 
the classification rate of students with disabilities. These data are to be compared with percentages for similar districts and all public schools. 
The required percentages for this district are reported below.

Student Placement 
(Percent of Time Inside Regular 

Classroom)
This School District Similar District Group 

(Average Needs) NY State

Number of 
Students

Percent of 
Students Percent of Students Percent of Students

80% or more 249 63.4% 56.4% 58.2%

40% - 79% 50 12.7% 19.2% 11.7%

Less than 40% 45 11.5% 17.3% 19.9%

Separate Settings 32 8.1% 4.5% 5.3%

Other Settings 17 4.3% 2.6% 5.1%

The source data for the statistics in this table were reported through the Student Information Repository System (SIRS) and verified in 
Verification Report 5. The counts are numbers of students reported in the least restrictive environment categories for school-age programs 
(ages 6-21) on BEDS Day, which is the first Wednesday of the reporting year. The percentages represent the amount of time students with 
disabilities are in general-education classrooms, regardless of the amount and cost of special-education services they receive. Rounding of 
percentage values may cause them to sum to a number slightly different from 100%.

School-Age Students with Disabilities Classification Rate
This School District Similar District Group NY State

10.1% 13.1% 14.7%

This rate is a ratio of the count of school-age students with disabilities (ages 4-21) to the total enrollment of all school-age students in the 
school district, including students who are parentally placed in nonpublic schools located in the school district. The numerator includes all 
school-age students for whom a district has Committee on Special Education (CSE) responsibility to ensure the provision of special-education 
services. The denominator includes all school-age students who reside in the district. In the case of parentally placed students in nonpublic 
schools, it includes the number of students who attend the nonpublic schools located in the school district. Source data are drawn from the 
SIRS and from the Basic Education Data System (BEDS).

Saturday, October 21, 2017 
7 - 9 p.m. 

Plan to attend this special celebration of our Schools 
 and our Amherst Community!

All proceeds, sponsorships and donations benefit the  
Amherst Central School District.

Visit the Amherst Appeal web page for more details.

www.amherstalumni.org

Show Us Your Stripes
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Amherst 
Elementary 
Summer Scholars 
Day Camp  
The 2017 Summer Scholars Day Camp 
program offers three two-week sessions 
for Windermere Boulevard Elementary 
and Smallwood Drive Elementary 
students who are entering kindergarten to 
Grade 6. 

• Sessions are Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. with extended day available 
from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

• Offering a blend of enrichment 
activities and engaging academics in 
theme-related curriculum. All field 
trip admission fees are included in 
registration cost - no extra fees!

• Group size is 8-10 students.
• $280/ session. Includes Extended Child 

Care
$25 one-time registration fee secures 
your spot

Session 1 - July 3 - July 14  
(no camp on July 4)

Session 2 - July 17 - July 28

Session 3 - July 31 - August 11

• Camp shirt and field trip included
• Location: Windermere Boulevard 

Elementary School, 291 Windermere 
Boulevard, Amherst.

• Application at www.AmherstSchools.
org under Community/Summer 
Scholars

2017 SUMMER SCHOLAR, COMMUNITY ED. PROGRAMS

Learn – Play – Grow!
Amherst Community Education Summer Camps
We are currently accepting registrations for the following camps:
• Basketball Program (Jeff Wheeler): June 26-June 30, entering grades 2-7
• Fitness Program: July 5-August 11 (Tuesday-Friday), entering grades 7-12
• Running Camp: Wednesday, July 5-Monday, July 17, entering grades 1-12
• PE Games, Activities and Sports Camps: July 10-August 11 (Monday- Friday), full or half 

day camp, entering grades 4-8
• Tennis Program: July 10-August 3 (Monday-Thursday), entering grades 6-12
• Amherst Tigers Basketball Camp (Chris Kensy): July 17-21, entering grades 4-9
• Games and Sports Camp: July 24-28 and August 7-11, grades K-3
A new online registration system will be used to register ALL participants. Registration 
and instructions are available through our website at www.amherstschools.org, click on the 
Department Tab on top of the page and then select Community Education.
If you have any questions, please contact Darcy Daigler in the Amherst Community 
Education Office at (716) 362-3080 or email: ddaigler@amherstschools.org.

Amherst Central School District

Budget Vote
Tuesday, May 16, 2017 • 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.

at the 
Amherst Central High School South Gymnasium

Please enter through the doorway off the driveway to the far left of the school  
(not the front entrance of the school).
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BUDGET SUMMARY
EXPENDITURES 2016-2017 2017-2018 CHANGE

Personnel  $27,881,409 $27,951,610 $70,201

Benefits 11,702,599 12,060,646 358,047

General Support 2,314,945 2,211,244 -103,701

Instruction  3,346,745 3,413,680 66,935

BOCES 3,106,012 3,354,493 248,481

Transportation  3,539,243 3,370,307 -168,936

Debt Service  3,759,292 4,441,999 682,707

Contingency $500,000 500,000

TOTAL  $55,650,245 $57,303,979 1,653,734

REVENUES 2016-2017 2017-2018 CHANGE

Property Tax $33,990,163 $34,921,929 $931,766

In Lieu of Tax  220,897 285,291 64,394

County Sales Tax 3,423,638 3,512,653 89,015

Community Ed  421,014 444,170 23,156

Interest Earning  18,601 18,973 372

State Aid  11,740,460 11,496,435 -244,025

Building Aid 4,603,419 3,460,092 -1,143,327

Other Revenues  1,232,053 1,392,219 160,166

Interfund Transfer (from Capital Fund) - 742,336 742,336

Appropriated Fund Balance  - 929,881 929,881

Use of Reserves  - 100,000 100,000

TOTAL  $55,650,245 $57,303,979 $1,653,734

2016-2017 2017-2018

Enrollment 2,939 2,950 11

TAX LEVY & RATE 2016-2017 2017-2018 CHANGE

Property Tax Levy  $33,990,163 $34,921,929 $931,766

Assessment $1,507,114,493 $1,847,242,987 $340,128,044

Tax Rate per $1,000 * $22.553132 $18.904892 $(3.648241)

*2017-2018 Rate estimated based on information provided by Town Assessor. -16.18%

At this time the assessment figure for the school district is unknown. As a result the estimated tax rate will adjust accordingly. This will affect 
the rate, but will not affect the amount received by the school district (levy).

Contingency Budget
Should the board declare a contingency budget
the following would be implemented by law:
• No change in levy
• No new equipment
• No student supplies
• Must charge for all building use
• No change in salary for non-instructional, 

non-unionized employees
• No non-essential maintenance

 BUDGET HISTORY
YEAR  BUDGET LEVY YEAR BUDGET LEVY

1999-00 3.98% 0.00% 2008-09 5.61% 4.57%

2000-01 1.56% 0.96% 2009-10 2.34% 3.97%

2001-02 3.20% 2.21% 2010-11 1.64% 7.35%

2002-03 0.00% 3.50% 2011-12 6.25% 3.18%

2003-04 1.83% 1.93% 2012-13 1.18% 3.42%

2004-05 3.88% 3.22% 2013-14 3.71% 3.77%

2005-06 1.00% -0.20% 2014-15 2.63% 2.07%

2006-07 4.58% 1.60% 2015-16 5.62% 2.82%

2007-08 4.15% 1.53% 2016-17 3.77% -0.48%

AVERAGE 3.16% 2.52%
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Under the Budget Proposed for the 2017-18 School Year
Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings¹ $567

The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2017-2018 by the qualified voters of the Amherst Central school district, Erie County, New York, will be held at Amherst High 
school(s) in said district on Tuesday, May 16, 2017 between the hours of 7:00am and 9:00pm, prevailing time in the Amherst High school(s), at which time the polls will 
be opened to vote by voting ballot or machine.

¹ The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law.

** List Separate Propositions that are not included in the Total Budgeted Amount:  
(Tax Levy associated with educational or transportation services propositions  
are not eligible for exclusion and may affect voter approval requirements)

Description Amount
none none

Amherst Central School District Budget Notice

OVERALL BUDGET PROPOSAL
Budget Adopted 
for the 2016-17 

School Year

Budget Proposed 
for the 2017-18 

School Year

Contingency Budget 
for the 2017-18 

School Year *

Total Budgeted Amount, Not Including Separate Propositions $55,650,245 $57,303,979 $56,372,213

Increase/Decrease for the 2017-18 School Year $1,653,734 $721,968

Percentage Increase/Decrease in Proposed Budget 2.97% 1.30%

Change in the Consumer Price Index 1.26%

A. Proposed Tax Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount $33,990,163 $34,921,929

B. Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable $0 $0

C. Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable ** $0 $0

D. Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy $0 $0

E. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy (A + B + C - D) $33,990,163 $34,921,929 $33,990,163

F. Permissible Exclusions to the School Tax Levy Limit $0 $523,798

G. School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible Exclusions $33,990,163 $34,398,131

H. Total Proposed Tax Levy for School Purposes, Excluding Permissible Exclu-
sions and Levy for Library Debt, Plus Prior Year Tax Cap Reserve (E - B - F + D) $33,990,163 $34,398,131

I. Difference: (G – H); (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter Approval –  
 See Note Below Regarding Separate Propositions) ** $ 0 $0

 Administrative Component $5,080,484 $6,093,681 $5,842,463
 Program Component $42,461,467 $43,602,177 $42,921,629
Capital Component $8,108,294 $7,608,121 $7,608,121

* Provide a statement of assumptions made in projecting a contingency budget for the 2017-18 school year, should the proposed budget be 
defeated pursuant to Section 2023 of the Education Law.
The District would adopt a contingency budget with a 0% change in tax levy for the subsequent year.  Due to the contingency budget regulations 
school facilities would not be available for public use at no cost, no nonessential maintenance, no new equipment, no change in non-instructional 
non-unionized salaries, and no student supplies.


